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Serving as Guest Editor of the Sovereign Wealth Fund special issue of Qatar University’s
International Review of Law (IRL) has been a distinct privilege. I wish to thank Qatar University
College of Law Dean, Dr. Mohammed A. Al-Khulafi for his support of IRL. I would like to personally
thank Dr. Jon Truby, IRL’s Editor-in-Chief, for his assistance on this special issue. Under Jon’s
tutelage, IRL has succeeded in establishing a prestigious peer-reviewed journal. Many thanks also
to Saffiyah Al-Nuaimi, the Managing Editor of IRL, with whom I have worked closely.
Of course, I want to both thank and congratulate our distinguished authors. I thank them for the
substantial time invested in exchanging numerous drafts with the journal and of course for their
excellent contributions. I also congratulate them for having papers worthy of acceptance by the
most demanding peer reviewers. Many submissions were not accepted for publication. Each article
in this issue underwent a rigorous evaluation process and at least two experts vetted each paper.
I would also like to thank the peer reviewers - while anonymous to the authors - all of whom are
prominent scholars. We are also fortunate and honored to have a guest foreword written by the
eminent Dr. Ted Truman, whose scholarship and expertise is world-renowned.
Qatar has been blessed with visionary leadership which has recognized that energy resources
are finite. His Highness the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, as well as the Father Emir,
His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani and Her Highness, Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
have wisely recognized that hydrocarbon based wealth should be utilized to diversify Qatar’s
current economic strength and transform the economy into a broad array of non-energy based
private sector businesses. Not all nations with superlative carbon wealth are so fortunate to have
forward looking leadership. This augurs well for Qatar’s future as the nation will need to work and
compete in a global marketplace for goods and services.
I am confident that this issue will form an exemplary part of the ongoing dialogue, analysis and
scholarship with respect to sovereign wealth funds.
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